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SECRET STATE 274559 

NODIS 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, TC, US 

SUBJECT: UAE DEFER OE LONG-TERM SUPPLY OE PETROLEUM 
REE: ABU DHABI 2366 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM UNDER SECRETARY ROBINSON AND 
ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY SOBER 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS RAISED IN YOUR MESSAGE, WE 
HAVE NO CURRENT OVERALL POLICY REGARDING LONG TERM CRUDE 
SUPPLY ARRANGEMENTS. AS YOU KNOW, WE WERE APPROACHED 
BY UAE OIL MINISTER OTAIBA AND WE HAVE ASKED FOR A WRITTEN 
PROPOSITION. EYI: WE HAVE HAD ONLY ONE OTHER APPROACH 
FROM AN OIL PRODUCING STATE RECENTLY END FYI. WE WANT 
TO SEE WHAT TERMS UAE IS PREPARED TO DEFER AND WHETHER 
THEY ARE SERIOUS. ONCE WE HAVE RECEIVED A PROPOSAL, WE 
WILL WANT TO WEIGH WHETHER OR NOT IT WOULD BE TO OUR 
ADVANTAGE TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALL POSSIBLE EEFECTS. 
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2. IF AT THAT POINT WE ARE INTERESTED IN PURSUING UAE 
PROPOSAL, WE WOULD WANT TO SEND SOMEONE TO MEET DIRECTLY 
WITH OIL MINISTER OTAIBA EITHER IN ABU DHABI OR SOMEWHERE 
ELSE AND YOU WOULD OF COURSE BE KEPT INFORMED OR BE 
PERSONALLY INVOLVED. KISSINGER 
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